ROMANESQUE ARCHITECTURE.

Romanesque Architecture, a general and
rather vague term applied to the styles of
architecture which prevailed in Western
Europe from the 5th to the 12th century.
The Romanesque may be separated into two
divisions: (a) the debased Roman, in use
from the 5th to the Sth century; and (5)
the later Romanesque of the Sth to the
12th century, which comprises the^ Lom-
bard, Rhenish or German, and Js'onnan

styles. The former is characterized by a
pretty close imitation of the features of Ro-
man, with changes in the mode of their
application and distribution; the latter, while
based on Roman form, is Gothic in spirit,
has a predominance of vertical lines, and
introduces a number of new features and
greatly modifies others. To the former be-
long especially churches of the basilica type
(see Basilica] in various cities of Italy, as also
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a number of circular churches, and many of
these buildings have a certain affinity to
the Byzantine type of architecture. (See
Byzantine.} The semicircular arch is used
throughout the entire period, and the gen-
eral expression of the buildings is rather
severe. It assumes different phases in dif-
ferent countries. In Romanesque churches of
the 9th and the llth century the prevailing
features are: that in plan the upper limb of
the cross is short and terminated by a semi-
circular or semioctagonal apse; the tran-
septs frequently short, and often rounded
externally; the walls very thick, without
buttresses or with buttresses having very
alight projection; the pillars thick, some-
times simply cylindrical or clustered in large
masses, and either plain or with but simple
decoration; the capitals of cushion form,
Bometimes plain, at others enriched with

various ornaments peculiar to the style. Ex-
ternally, roofs of moderate pitch, towers
square or octagonal, low or of moderate
elevation, and with terminations of pyra-
midal character; windows round-headed and

Romanesque Ornament.
without mulHons; doorways moderately re-
cessed and highly decorated with the cable,
chevron, and other distinctive ornaments;
arcades much employed for decoration, fre-
quently by a continuous series round the
upper part of the apse and round the upper
parts of transepts also, when the transepts.